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PRESENTATION of Portrait of
the Honorable William H. Seaman,
to the United States Circuit Court
of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit

Proceedings had on the eighteenth day of
June, one thousand nine hundred and fifteen







T a regular term of the United States Z*iday. .

Circuit Court of Appeals for the 1915
Seventh Circuit, begun and held in

the United States Court Room, in the City

of Chicagoin said Seventh Circuit,on the sixth

day of October, 1914, of the October Term,

in the year of our Lord one thousand nine

hundred and fourteen and of our Independ-

ence the one hundred and thirty-ninth.

On Friday, June 18, 1915, the court met pursuant to
adjournment in the court room of the United States
Circuit Court of Appeals in the City of Chicago, and
was opened by proclamation of erier.

Present:
Hon. Francis E. Baker, Circuit Judge, presiding;
Hon. Christian C. Kohlsaat, Circuit Judge;
Hon. Julian W. Mack, Circuit Judge;

Edward M. Holloway, Clerk;
John J. Bradley, Marshal.

There were also present and sitting with the court:

Hon. James G. Jenkins, United States Circuit Judge
for the Seventh Judicial Circuit, retired;

Hon. Arthur L. Sanborn, United States District
Judge for the Western District of Wisconsin;

Hon. Kenesaw M. Landis, United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Illinois;

Hon. George A. Carpenter, United States District
Judge for the Northern District of Illinois;

Hon. Ferdinand A. Geiger, United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of Wisconsin.
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Jesse Holdom, Chairman.
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presented to the court a portrait of the Honorable
William H. Seaman, lately Judge of that court.
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Honorable Jesse Holdom on behalf of the Committee Presentation
and members of the Bar of the United States Cir- g?tﬁ Foldom
cutt Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit, ”
made the presentatlion, addressing the Court as
follows:

If Your Honors Please: With your most gracious
consent the business of the court is interrupted that
your honors and the bar may for a few brief moments
recur to the memory of one who in his lifetime was a
distinguished member of this court and who sustained
its honorable traditions by his learning, his humanity
and the faithful, conscientious and able discharge of
his arduous duties as a minister in this hall of justice.

When Judge Seaman passed to his eternal reward,
the bar of this court with unanimity determined that
it was fitting and right that his memory should be per-
petuated by the hanging in this court room, which he
adorned in hig lifetime, of his portrait. Such is the
high esteem in which the memory of Judge Seaman is
held, that liberal subseriptions were immediately forth-
coming so that the portrait here presented to-day, with
another one for presentation to Mrs. Seaman, was
made possible. -

I now have the honor to present to the court in
behalf of the subseribers, this most excellent portrait
of Judge Seaman, with the hope that it will adorn these
walls for many years and be an inspiration to the
learned judges who now and hereafter sit in this
temple of justice.

The committee has selected two of the leading mem-
bers of the bar, Judge Cutting and Col. Buckingham,
as their spokesmen on this occasion, and I will now
ask Judge Cutting to address the court.
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Address by
Fudge Uuiting

Honorable Charles S. Cutting addressed the Court
as follows:

“May it please your honors: I come before this court
today representing in some small sense not only the
bar of the City of Chicago, but the bar of this great
Cireunit, and it is perhaps fitting that on this ocecasion
I should address you, in view of the fact that him whom
we have assembled to honor I knew and valued as a
friend. I had not the privilege of this acquaintance
intimately until Judge Seaman became a member of
this court, but I well recall the days when as a District
Judge he sat in this city, and the remark is not infre-
quent among the members of the bar that in those days
he was in most respects the best-qualified man on the
bench for the trial of cases at nisi prius.

It is not strange that he was well-prepared, for
responsibility requiring courage, determination and
judgment came to him early in life. At the beginning
of the great Rebellion he volunteered, and with his
fellows from his native State of Wisconsin went to
the front as a Union soldier.

It is not my purpose fo recount the incidents of
his military career, but I can but faintly portray to
you in words the pleasure which was mine to hear him
tell in his own simple fashion, absolutely free from
ostentation or boasting, the great doings at Chatta-
nooga and vieinity. I recall so distinctly the graphic
story of how he, as an aide of General Thomas, stood
beside the Rock of Chickamauga on that fateful Sep-
tember day at the top of Snodgrass Hill and helped
hold back the vietorious veterans of Bragg until Rose-
cranz was able to shelter his battered army in Chatta-
nooga. And later perhaps an even more spectacular
incident was his to see, when, seated on his horse
behind Generals Grant and Thomas upon that rocky
knoll known as Orchard Knob, he heard the order given
by his chief to take the entrenchments at the base of
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Missionary Ridge, and as he sat there he had the Address by
inestimable privilege of seeing the men who were JudpeGutting
ordered to take those fortifications take them and stop
not until they had reached the top of that declivity
up which it seemed impossible that a human being
under fire could go. I recall looking down its steep
sides with a feeling of awe at the achievement of human
beings under the stress of battle and a feeling of pride
that at the top of the ridge were monuments com-
memorative of the deeds on that day of seven Illinois
regiments.

It was from a school of this character that the
young Wisconsin soldier graduated. In that school
he may well have learned the lesson that no task is so
great, no obstacle so insurmountable that courage,
fortitude and persistency will not perform the one or
remove the other.

When at the close of the war more than a million
men who had been accustomed to military discipline
were dishbanded and came back into civil life, not a few
of those who had studied social conditions predicted
that it was impossible for this mass of men to be rein-
corporated into the body politic without tremendous
domestic disturbance. But Judge Seaman was a man
F- of the type of that American manhood that made such

disturbance impossible. He returned to his home and
entered the practice of law; and by his fidelity to trust,
his resourcefulness, and hig ability he soon became
known throughout his native State as one of its leading
practitioners.

Though his military record was splendid and his
reputation and attainments as a lawyer were of the
best, he came into his own when appointed to the Fed-
eral bench. No man knew better than he that to be a
. judge is to be something more than an executive or
f legislative officer. No one more fully appreciated that

the judicial position carries with it no distribution of
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Abbdress by pafronage, no political or other policy, and no payment
Budge Gutting with favor for political assistance. In this it widely
differs from administrative office, and as the distine-
tion widens the dignity and importance of the judicial

position increase.

To judge fairly between man and man is given to
but few; to judge fairly and wisely between the State
and its citizens is the prerogative of still fewer; but he
whom we honor today did both. Though out of his
ripe experience he knew well the doings and achieve-
ments of men, he did not judicially know one man above
another. His prejudices, save only that righteous
prejudice against wrong and injustice, were always
under the strong control of his judgment, so that they
never obtruded upon nor found a place in his work.
He was not as some men who take counsel of their
fears or their interests, but was so removed from these
personal things, so lifted above them, that it might
almost be said of his as of the ideal judge:

He feared neither the power of wealth nor station.
He sought no personal advancement. The allurements
of political power were behind him, and only the pur-
suit of justice for all men lay within the scope of his
ambition. The clamor of the mob did not reach him,
nor did the persuasive pleadings for special favor
affect him. There was no unseemly seeking for publie
recognition. There was no explanation in private for
judicial acts done in publie, nor was there excuse for
judgments rendered in the line of his duty. He pur-
sued the peaceful course to which his duty called him,
content that time and dispassionate criticism shonld
be his vindication.

‘We build no monuments, we paint no portraits, we
erect no statues, fo remind us of the man we knew
and loved, but to perpetuate and emphasize his virtues
for those who come after us we do all these things.

[10]
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To us who knew him this portrait upon the walls Address hy
of the room which is so inseparably connected with his Judge Cutting
judicial history will remind us of the many virtues
of our departed friend, but in after years, when we
who knew him are gone, the younger generation both
upon the bench and at the bar, who have received from
our willing lips the story of his life, will hold the tra-
dition of the soldier-jurist as both an inspiration and
a benediction.”’

> -

r [11]




Mhrmn;? Mr. George T. Buckingham addressed the court as
Buckingham

follows:

“‘May it please the court: When William H. Seaman,
Judge of this court, passed from the activities of this
life to the silence of the great beyond, you of the bench,
and we of the bar, suffered an inestimable loss.

In this Hall of Justice, we held solemn and appro-
priate serviceg, that there might be written upon the
records of this court, our just tribute to the memory
of the great judge, and the splendid citizen; that there
might be here expressed the admiration, the respeet,
and the esteem in which he was held by us, and in which
he was held by all men.

Throughout, and beyond the boundaries of the
Seventh Circuit, the public was instant to realize that
it had been deprived of an invaluable public servant—
of a judicial officer, whose very name had come to rep-
resent in the public mind, a standard of judicial char-
acter, integrity and ability.

Great, however, as was the loss to the public, and
to the bench, it was not co-extensive with the hound-
aries of our bereavement.

The jurist, excellent as he was, may be replaced.
Another may come to the seat of judgment, in whose
hands the great judicial power will be safely and hon-
orably held, as it was held by him, to whose memory we
pay honor.

This machinery of justice, in the years to come,
must perforce proceed without him, and we may well
anticipate that it will proceed with that vigor, and that
efficiency, which has characterized it in the past. All
the more may we reasonably anticipate this, because
Judge Seaman’s successor, whoever he may be, eannot
fail to be inspired, by the judicial heritage which will
be his, and by the illustrious example of his worthy
predecessor, to give to this court, and to this bar, the
best that is in him.
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But the individual—William H. Seaman, the man—
we cannot replace. That remarkable personage has
passed from us forever. No longer have we among
us that beneficent presence. Therefore, it was, that
when the wires flashed from the far off occident, the
news of our great misfortune—that dread message
brought to the consciousness of every judge of this
court, and of every member of this bar, the acute sensa-
tion of personal loss, and the corresponding shock of
individual bereavement.

He, who was with us here, was indeed a rare man.
Within the acquaintance of every one, whose years and
whose experiences have qualified him to participate
in the activities of this high tribunal, there are many
who are able and learned lawyers, a number who are
just and upright judges, and a few, who are ideal
friends. But, in the distribution of nature’s favors,
it is indeed seldom, that all these attributes are com-
bined within one individual. Yet, I think, it may truly
be said, that if there ever existed in this imperfect
world, one person in whom this remarkable combina-
tion occurred, William H. Seaman was that person.

Few of those present knew Judge Seaman while he
was yet at the bar. From the lips of his contemporary
practitioners, we know, and it is by them written into
the records of this court, that as a lawyer, he was
admirable. Throughout the borders of his beloved
State, long before he ecame to the honors of this bench,
he was known and respected of all men, as one of the
really great lawyers of his generation.

In that social relation, which the judge in his latter
years, delighted to maintain with his Chicago lawyer
friends, nothing afforded him more pleasure than the
retrospect of that active period in his life, when he
practiced at the Wisconsin bar.

His contribution to the activities of this court is
within the domain of that recent history with which

[13]
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Address by all here are familiar. He brought to this bench that

filr. oreat learning, and that wide experience, which are

Bnckinghum acquired and absorbed only by long and active service

| at the bar. He brought also to the service of this court,

rugged common sense, great strength of character, and

I an innate love of justice. It was inevitable that a

b man with such equipment, and such attainments, would

! make for himself a judicial record, which to all his

' friends would be a source of justifiable pride. His

judicial history is written in the reports of this court.

It is a long and honorable history. There it will endure

as long as men shall seek sound reasons, to support just
conclusions.

Other generations of lawyers will know him by
these, his judicial works; and by the imperfect appre-
ciation of his judicial career, which his contemporaries
have been able to write into these memorial pro-
ceedings.

But, your Honors, when we attempt to paint for
others to see, the true picture of William H. Seaman,
the man, as he existed in the mental consciousness of
us who knew and loved him, we at once realize how
inadequate is human language to portray character
and personal qualities. Because of this inadequacy,
we may not hope to leave to others any sufficient pic-
ture of that exceptional personality. It can be said
with accuracy, that in his bearing as a judge, he ap-
proximated the ideal. He was firm, strong and unyield-
ing, with all the strength of an iron character; and
he was gentle, courteous, and considerate, with all the
innate kindness of a golden heart.

Moreover, he carried into the amenities of every
day life, and into every social relation, these distin-
guishing characteristics. They never left him, because
they were part of him. They were the outward mani-
festation of a rare soul, and a wonderful character.

In his perfect dignity, was blended with perfect
affability, and both were perennial and unfailing.

To his friends, he was a delightful companion. He
felt a deep interest in life, and in the welfare of people,
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and he maintained this mental attitude of helpful in-
terest, to the very close of his long and useful life. Even
to mere acquaintances, he was an unusually pleasing
and lovable personality. To every one, young and old,
of high and low degree, he was ever courteous, con-
siderate, and kind. Hence, it was that he so certainly,
and so unconsciously, made friends of all who came
within the radius of his personal influence.

And yet with all this, he maintained always and
everywhere, with casual acquaintance and with inti-
mate friend alike, an easy, simple, natural, and per-
fectly poised dignity, which is wholly beyond words to
describe.

A true picture of the character, personality, and
individuality, of this unusual man, whom we knew and
loved, we cannot write into these records for other
generations to know and love. We can paint no pic-
ture which will truly reflect the outward manifesta-
tions of that noble soul.

The most we can do, to keep alive the likeness of
our friend, we do here today. We present to this court
his portrait. It is the creation of an artist, and so far
as art can do so, it makes the eyes of mankind to see
our revered friend, as we saw him. Here in this room,
which was the scene of his activities, it will ever rest
beside the portrait of these other great judges of this
court who have passed on to their reward.

Here will it ever suggest to his associates of this
court, and to the members of this bar, those pleasant
associations which we had with him, in the years that
are mo more.

Here may the lawyers of the future, looking upon
the lineaments of that strong and kindly face, gain in
some small measure, and to some slight degree, a men-
tal picture, however inadequate, of that admirable
character, and that beneficent personality, which it was
ours to know in life.”

' [15]
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Bepponse by Acceplance of Judge Seaman’s portrait by Honorable

Fudge Bak

e

Francis E. Baker, Presiding Judge of the United
States Circuit Court of Appeals for the Seventh
Circuit.

““This is a beautiful and touching custom that you
gentlemen of the bar have instituted and maintained.
It brings us all together in close union and common
fellowship. And in accepting this portrait, we of the
court have wanted you to know how deeply we cherish
your action and the thought and feeling that lie behind
the action.

And we have also wanted you to understand and
feel how, through your action, Judge Seaman from his
place upon these walls will be looking upon you and
upon us as we meet here from day to day, and saying:
It is not important that any of you should long remain,
but it is everlastingly important that, while you do
remain, you should do your work to the utmost of your
powers, fearlessly, faithfully, with clean hands, and
with hearts devoted to justice and humanity.

The present members of the court have thought
that there could be no way in which the court eould
show its appreciation of this occasion better than by
asking an honored and beloved former member of the
court to assume his old place upon this hench and to
respond on behalf of the court,

This invitation to Judge Jenking came from our
continued affectionate regard for him, and we may
take it that his gracious aceeptance is a proof that he,
too, is bound by the old ties.”’
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Response to presentation of Judge Seaman’s portrait Besponse by

by Honorable James G. Jenkins, United States Cir-

cuil Judge, retired, and formerly Presiding Judge

of the United States Circuit Court of Appedls for
the Seventh Circuit.

““Gentlemen of the Bar: A word by way of preface.
An unusual and distinguished honor is conferred by
the order of this high court, calling upon a former asso-
ciate to respond for the court upon the occasion of the
presentation by the bar of the portrait of Judge
Seaman—an honor which has deeply touched the
speaker, which grants him the privilege to say a word
of appreciation of one whom he esteemed and loved,
and which assures him in his refirement that he still
retains the kindly regard and affection of his profes-
sional brethren.

Of the judicial serviece of Judge Seaman, comment
by me is scarcely necessary. That has been well spoken
to in the memorials heretofore presented to the court,
and in the addresses of members of the bar upon this
occasion. His labor and his opinions are preserved in
the reports, and will find their full recognition and con-
sequence in the fufure, serving as landmarks which
point the way to just and equitable conclusions. Per-
haps he may not be deemed a pioneer in the law, blazing
new paths, establishing new rules of conduct; but he
faithfully followed the law as declared by the fathers,
applying correctly well-settled prineciples to new con-
ditions, and so, conservatively and safely, kept pace
with progress. He believed in construction with safety,
not destruction with anarchy. He thought the prin-
ciples of law immutable, and wherein those rules of
conduct had been tortured to compass wrong, he
believed the proper remedy to be, not to overthrow the
principles of law, but to condemn and correct erroneous
application. And so, holding the helm steadfast to the
Polar Star of right, he would correct the error without

[17]
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Response by the sacrifice of principle. In a word, he believed that
FudgeBeukins ,narchy is no proper remedy for wrong; that liberty,

not license, should be maintained ; liberty regulated by
law; that the safety of the State lay in adherence to
constitutional law.

As a judge he was eminently just and absolutely
incorruptible. His mind was cast in the broad mold of
equity. He sought the right, he abhorred fraud and
was not slow to uncover and condemn it. He was a
diligent student and a patient listener, giving close
attention to every lawyer-like argument. In consulta-
tion he was considerate of the feelings and opinions of
his associates, but when fully convinced, was firm and
unyielding. He was, however, careful to ascertain if
he had reached a just conclusion. In personal inter-
course with the bar he was cordial and pleasant. He
could be both a judge and a gentleman, but he never
forgot his dignity as a judge, nor tolerated undue
familiarity. In private life he was a most lovable man,
kind, gentle, self-sacrificing, tolerant, trespassing upon
the rights of no one, modest, retiring, non-assertive of
gelf. As a meighbor and personal friend he will long
be held in loving memory by all who were favored with
his friendship.

In the early spring I was with him in the land of
sunshine and of roses. He employed his time in the
writing of opinions in causes argued in this court and
assigned to him. In parting with him a few days before
his death, he told me that with a single exception he
had finished opinions in all his cases, and would write
the excepted case upon his return to Chicago. ‘And
now,’ he said with boyish glee, ‘I shall take a vaca-
tion and have a good rest.” Ah yes, dear judge, the
long vacation—rest from labor—rest for him who had
fought manfully the battle of life and was wearied;
but the rest which cometh in ‘the dreamless sleep that
kisses the eyelids down.’
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It is well, Gentlemen of the Bar, that you place upon Respouse by
the walls of this Temple of Justice wherein our friend Fubdge Jenkins
labored for many years, this portrait of him. The act
is in graceful recognition of his worth and is honor-
able to the bar, testifying to their appreciation of
faithful, honest labor, of a manly man and a just judge.
It will there remain, a reminder to the youthful advo-
cate that professional success may only be atfained
by diligent study, by faithful devotion to duty and by
honorable professional conduct. It will encourage
those of middle age to firm adherence to professional
ethies, to continuance in the straight and narrow way
of professional honor, to renewed and continued labor
and study. It will ingpire those of us who have passed
the meridian and whose faces are furned to the sunsef,
with unfaltering courage, day by day, and until the
end shall come, to faithfully discharge the duty which
confronts us.

And so he, being dead, yet speaketh; the influence
of his life abiding and availing for rectitude of life,
for high professional attainment, for good citizenship
and for manly conduct.”’
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